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Welcome you to
An Evening of Interfaith Prayers for Peace
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We welcome you to this very special evening
This evening began with a conversation that was held at the Northwest Islamic Community Center after the attacks in Paris.  We gathered together to learn pray together.  Our prayers and learnings sprung forth a very fruitful conversation where we discussed how could we partner together. 
From that discussion a group was formed, the group decided to kick off our partnership by holding this evening of prayers for peace.  The partnership will not end at the end of tonight’s service but rather it will continue and anyone is welcome to join.  We will look and address various issues in our communities, work side by side, and pray together.
This evening we will be offering prayers from various faith traditions.  Please know that this is a safe place; feel free to enter into the prayers as you are comfortable.  No one is required to do anything, rather enter into this evening, as you are comfortable.  If after this evening, you have any questions please feel free to come and speak with any one of the speakers.  
We will come to a point in the service where we will be having a candle lighting ceremony.  We invite you to receive a candle as you come into the space.  If you feel called and comfortable, when prompted please come up and light your candle from the large candle in the sand.  You may offer a prayer, or just light the candle in solidarity for wishing a world in peace. 
Again welcome to this very special evening!  We are so glad you are here.
Welcome and Opening

Rev. Fr. Jason B. Lucas
Wally Ripplinger, representing the Native Community
Smudging Ceremony
Rabbi Harold J. Kravitz, Adath Jeshurun Congregation
Text for Reflection
Rabbi Eleazar says: Great is peace, for the prophets have taught our people to care for nothing as much as for peace.
Rabbi Shimon ben Chalafta said: Great is peace, for no vessel holds blessing so effectively as peace; as Scripture says, “The Lord will bless God’s people with peace.” (Psalm 29:11) Likewise, in the priestly benediction God concludes with peace, And Give you Peace.(Numbers 6:24-26) This teaches that other blessings in themselves are of no avail unless peace goes with them.
Rabbi Eleazar Hakkappar says: Great is peace, for the conclusion of the whole of the Eighteen Benedictions is a prayer for peace, and the conclusion of the priestly benediction is a prayer for peace.
Great is peace, for it was given to the meek; as Scripture says, “But the humble shall inherit the land, and delight themselves in the abundance of peace” (Psalm 37:11).
Great is peace, for it outweighs everything else we say in our morning prayers: “The One who makes peace and creates everything:” thus, if there is no peace, there is, so to speak, nothing left in creation.
Midrash Rabbah Naso 11:7 
See Rabbi Norman Lamm’s 
The Good Society: Jewish Ethics in Action (1974)
Reflection
Rabbi Harold J. Kravitz, Senior Rabbi
Rev. Kristen R. Jeide, Wayzata Community Church
Text for Reflection
 ‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.







John 14:25-27
Reflection
Rev. Kristen Rouner Jeide, Minister of Spiritual Life
Youth Reflection on Peace
Anna Jeide, Peace Scholar Luther College
Dr. Tamim Saidi, Northwest Islamic Community Center
Text for Reflection
Muslim Greeting of Peace:
Assalam Alaikom wa Rahmatullahay wa Barakatuhu
Peace, Mercy and Blessings of God be with you.
وَاللّهُ يَدْعُو إِلَى دَارِ السَّلاَمِ وَيَهْدِي مَن يَشَاء إِلَى صِرَاطٍ مُّسْتَقِيمٍ (10:25) 
God invites to the abode of peace, and guides him that wills [to be guided] onto a straight way. 

Yunus (Qur’an Chapter of Jonah) - 10:25   
وَإِذْ قَالَ إِبْرَاهِيمُ رَبِّ اجْعَلْ هَـذَا الْبَلَدَ آمِنًا وَاجْنُبْنِي وَبَنِيَّ أَن نَّعْبُدَ الأَصْنَامَ (14:35) 
Supplication of Abraham for peace and security:
Abraham said: My Lord! Make safe this land a place of peace & security, and preserve me and my children from serving idols. -  
Ibrahim (Qur’an Chapter of Abraham) - 14:35   
Supplication of Prophet Muhammad:
Our God, You are the Perfect Source of all peace and security,
From you is peace, most blessed be You, and most exalted be You
You are the most Majestic and the Most Noble. 
دَعْوَاهُمْ فِيهَا سُبْحَانَكَ اللَّهُمَّ وَتَحِيَّتُهُمْ فِيهَا سَلاَمٌ وَآخِرُ دَعْوَاهُمْ أَنِ الْحَمْدُ لِلّهِ رَبِّ الْعَالَمِينَ (10:10) f 
  
The prayer of the people of paradise: Their prayer therein will be: Infinite Glory be to You, O God! and their greeting therein will be: Peace, and the conclusion of their prayer will be: Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds! - Yunus (Qur’an Chapter of Jonah) - 10:10   
Reflection
Dr. Tamim Saidi, NWICC Chairperson, IRG Board, CAIR Board

Youth perspective on Peace
Nabiha Amin


Juwayria Webo

Rev. Fr. Jason B. Lucas, St. Edward the Confessor 
Episcopal Church
Text for Reflection
Dona Nobis Pacem 

Reflection
Rev. Fr. Jason B.  Lucas, Rector

Candle lighting prayers
As we begin to sing, if you feel comfortable, please take your candle to the middle of the worship space.  Light it from the large candle and place the candle in the sand.  You may offer a prayer for peace, silently or aloud, or place the candle as a sign of solidarity with all those who wish for a world of peace.

Music during the candle lighting service
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Salaam by Sami Yusuf

	


I dream for a day

When there’ll be

No more misery

When there’s no more hunger

No need for shelter

Isn’t there enough to share

Or is that we just don’t care?

We’re here[image: image11.jpg]PEACE



 for a day or two…

Let me show my way…

Salaamu alaik, Salaamu alaik, Salaamu alaikum

I pray for a day

When there’ll be

Justice and unity

Where we put aside our differences

Fighting makes no sense

Just a little faith

To make it a better place

We’re here for a day or two…

Let me show my way…

Salaamu alaik, Salaamu alaik, Salaamu alaikum

Salaamu alaikum Ya ahlas-salaam, Salamu alaikum

Salaamu alaikum Sayyid al-Kiram, Salaamu alaikum

Let me show my way…

Salaamu alaikum, alaikum, alaikum 
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Concluding Prayers and Blessings


Rabbi Harold Kravitz, Adath Jeshurun Community

Numbers 6:24-26
24 May Adonai bless you and guard you
וְיִשְׁמְרֶךָ  ‘ה יְבָרֶכְך
25 May Adonai show you favor and be gracious to you 
אֵלֶיךָ וִיחֻנֶּך  פָּנָיו  ‘ה   יָאֵר

26 May Adonai show you kindness and grant you peace
וְיָשֵׂם לְךָ שָׁלוֹם  פָּנָיו אֵלֶיךָ  ‘ה  יִשָּׂא

Rev. Kristen Jeide, Wayzata Community Church

O God, you are our hope 
and the source of the peace we long for – 
in our lives and our world.
We look to you to free us from hatred and bitterness,
from judgment and prejudice, from violence, fear and grief.
For you, alone, can heal the human heart –
the very place where true and lasting peace is born.
So come, by the power of your Spirit, and 
hear our prayers …

For the healing of our own hearts ….

For the healing of the hearts of those who grieve this day …

For the healing of the hearts of those who trouble us …

For the healing of the hearts of all your children –


of every tribe and nation, every race and religion.
Gather us all to yourself – and so, to one another,
that your peace might abide in our hearts – and move
within us, between us, and through us, inspiring us
to find together the next steps before us in the way of peace.
Light our way, O God.
Ground us in your love.
Fill us with your hope.
Lift us with your joy.
And send us, together, with your peace
to be peacemakers in our world.  Amen. 


Dr. Hamdy El-Sawaf, Northwest Islamic Community Center

عليكم السلام
Peace Be Upon All of You
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Qur'an:20:47. "So go ye both to him, and say, 'Verily we are apostles sent by thy Lord: Send forth, therefore, the Children of Israel with us, and afflict them not: with a Sign, indeed, have we come from thy Lord! and peace to all who follow guidance!
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Qur'an:19:15. So Peace on him the day he was born, the day that he dies, and the day that he will be raised up to life (again)!
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Qur'an:5:54. When those come to thee who believe in Our signs, Say: "Peace be on you: Your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) mercy: verily, if any of you did evil in ignorance, and thereafter repented, and amend (his conduct), lo! He is Oft- for giving, Most Merciful.


Rev. Fr. Jason B. Lucas, St. Edward the Confessor Episcopal Church

May love and laughter light your days,

and warm your heart and home.

May good and faithful friends be yours,

wherever you may roam.

May peace and plenty bless your world

with joy that long endures.

May all life's passing seasons

bring the best to you and yours!—Traditional Irish Blessing
Please join us for treats and conversation
You will also notice post it notes on the tables.  We have one question and we would love your input.  The question is,
What would you like to see the partnership do in the future?
Please write your answer and place it on the easel.
Thank you so much for joining us this evening! 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact any of 
Tonight’s speakers
	Rabbi Harold J. Kravitz

Senior Rabbi

Adath Jeshurun Community 

952.545.2424

rabbikravitz@adath.net
www.adathjeshurun.org

	Rev. Kristen Jeide

Minister of Spiritual Life

Wayzata Community Church

952.473.8877

kjeide@wayzatacommunitychurch.org
www.wayzatacommunitychurch.org


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Dr. Tamim Saidi

NWICC Chairperson

Northwest Islamic Community Center

612.756.9422

NWICCBOD@yahoogroups.com
www.nwicc-mn.org

	Rev. Fr. Jason B. Lucas

Rector

St. Edward’s Episcopal Church

612.865.5442

frjasonlucas@stedwards-mn.org
www.stedwards-mn.org
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[image: image13.png]540 Farewell, Good Friends!
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Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You a-lone, O Lord, are ho-ly.
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